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President’s Message

Licensure exams were discussed on the House of
Delegates floor in order to secure monies for further
funding of the ADA’s Dental OSCE. It was estimated
that 3-6 million dollars will be needed to finish this
process. That is a lot of dues money being spent on
a product that the average ADA/ADHA member is

Happy Holidays,
Merry Christmas,
Happy Kwanzaa
& Happy New Year!!!!!
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TIMES A CHANGING
As I wound my old
grandfather clock today,
I was reminded of the
changes in my life that have
occurred since beginning
my dental profession over
40 years ago. Although
the pendulum swings at a
slow rate, each swing adds
seconds, minutes, hours,
days, months and years to
Tom Willis, DMD
life. It was also over forty
President-Elect
years ago that the Central
Regional Dental Testing Service began its journey.
Along the journey there has been a lot of expansion
of our services to our member state boards and
associated dental and hygiene schools. We are now
seeing a shift in the pendulum for our testing services.
During the CRDTS testing journey we have tried to join
and collaborate with other testing agencies but the
CRDTS pendulum never stopped swinging. Whether
that was good or bad for CRDTS, one must determine
the outcome within themselves. However, individual
reservations and emotions can lead to the decline and
destruction of our great testing agencies. As the clock

depends on the swing of the pendulum
in order to move the hands to tell us
what time it is and to celebrate each
quarter hour of the day, as a team, we
must also set aside individualism and
operate as a team as time marches on
and we also can be in a celebratory
mode for our accomplishments.
CRDTS has seen a lot of changes over
the years in personnel, examiners and
examination criteria. We have always
embraced change and the pendulum
continues to swing. Can we again meet
the new challenges with the same
team work as we have always done by
putting individuality aside and focus
on the times that are changing to the
benefit of the CRDTS organization? When you can’t
control what’s happening, control the way you respond
to what’s happening for that is where your power is.
Time will always bring challenges and change.

Tom Willis, DM

D

WINTER GREETINGS
Only a few short months
ago we were all gathered
at the Annual Meeting and
Workshop in Kansas City.
Thank you to everyone that
completed an evaluation of
the Meeting and Workshop.
The
comments
were
overwhelmingly positive for
our guest speaker Dr. Walter
Nancy Kearn, RDH
Renne, and there were many
Vice President
requests to have him back!
We are working on that!!
Your comments matter and are reviewed by myself and
CRDTS team members. We appreciate your feedback and
ideas. A special thank you to our out-going Vice-President
Darlene Carritt for her years of service to the CRDTS
organization for helping to plan these meetings. Thank
you to CRDTS central office for all of the preparation and
execution of the behind the scenes details that made the
meeting happen.

I look forward to my service on the CRDTS Executive
Committee and helping to plan the 2019 Annual Meeting
and Workshop.

Some have asked why an August meeting? August has
traditionally been the best time to hold our annual
meeting as most dental and hygiene examinations have
been completed. Our statistics have been calculated and
it is time to plan for the next exam season. The Fall season
is a busy time for CRDTS committee work. We appreciate
the school faculty coming to our meeting when in reality
it is the busy time for them when school is just beginning.
Thank you all for your dedication in coming to the meeting.

Please mark your 2019 Calendars for Friday August 23rd
and Saturday August 24th for the 47th Annual CRDTS
Meeting and Workshop.
I look forward to seeing our CRDTS family all together
again!
Have a blessed Holiday Season.

D
Nancy Kearn, R
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LOOKING TO THE FUTURE

Ermelinda Baca, RDH
CRDTS Secretary/Treasurer
& Dental Examiner

Greetings CRDTS Family, I
write this article as summer
officially comes to a close and
daylight hours are noticeably
shorter. I hope everyone had
an opportunity take some
time off this summer and
spend time with family and
friends to recharge for the
winter ahead. It is a great time
to reflect on the achievements
from the past year and eagerly
anticipate the opportunities in
our future.

I am humbled and proud to serve as Secretary/Treasurer
of the CRDTS organization for 2019. Thank you for the
confidence placed in me to serve in this position for another
year. Together we can help CRDTS achieve and thrive.
Thinking about where the needs are the greatest for 2019,
I ask you for your ideas, thoughts and help, so that together
we can continue to make CRDTS the best that it can be.
CRDTS at this time is financially sound. The wealth
management accounts have done well over the past year
and incomes from examinations have met expenses. As the
examination landscape changes, it is inevitable that we will
have some fiscal challenges. However, I am confident that
we will be able to meet these challenges. Our 2019 budget
reflects these changes so that we can remain fiscally sound.

Before looking into the future, I want to first thank the
Executive and Steering Committee members, CRDTS
examiners and CRDTS Staff for a phenomenal 2018 year.
Our annual meeting in August was a great success. The
attendees were treated to a stimulating and cutting-edge
program and who will ever forget the fun provided by
Dueling Pianos? I believe that these face to face meetings
help to solidify the bonds of friendship, mentorship and
collaboration; giving us a stronger voice during the good
times and bad. Regardless of where we fall in the CRDTS
family, we have the opportunity, privilege and responsibility
to push forward in the frontiers of initial licensure for
dental professionals. Especially in these times of change in
the examination landscape.

As this year comes to a close, I would like to wish you and
yours a happy and safe holiday season. As we end this year
and move on to the next, take some time to contemplate,
meditate and review. Being a future-oriented thinker, I
love new year planning, goal-setting and getting excited
about the next twelve months. But all this is much more
meaningful when we stop and remember the bends in the
road behind us. As we face the new year and its challenges,
remember, “Every Sunset Brings the Promise of a New
Dawn”-Ralph Waldo Emerson
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CRDTS’ SUCCESS
LIES WITH ALL OF US

What a privilege it is to be able to serve as your CRDTS
DERC chairman. For those of you that don’t know me,
I would like to introduce myself. I am a graduate of
Creighton University School of Dentistry and have been
in private practice for 24 years in Casper Wyoming. I
have been involved with CRDTS for over the past 12
years. I am looking forward to being involved with the
leadership team and I am committed to the future of
CRDTS.
The Joint Occupational Analysis has been received
and reviewed by members of leadership and will be
analyzed and debated at our January DERC meeting.
This report is very comprehensive of what procedures
are being performed in the dental practice today.
I can say that most of our exam content falls within

the category of “High to
Medium Importance” from
those practioners surveyed.

With the exam season just
around the corner let me
Rod Hill, DDS
remind everyone that the
Dental Exam Review
Committee Chairman
success of CRDTS lies with
all of us. We must all be
prepared and ready to carry out our duties at each
exam we are assigned. Please feel free to give us your
feedback when evaluating exam materials, so we can
make appropriate changes and/or corrections.
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Thank you for all your commitment to the CRDTS exam
process.

Rod Hill, DDS
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News from Dental Hygiene

2019 BRINGS CHANGES TO THE
HYGIENE EXAM PROCESS
Kim and
combine
update
the 2019
Hygiene
exams.

Janine Sasse-Englert, RDH, MS
Executive Chair of Dental
Hygiene Examinations

I are excited to
our efforts and
you regarding
CRDTS Dental
and Auxiliary

Examiners will notice that because of the re-test
option in 2019, their schedules designate a “Team 2”.
These are the people who will stay an extra half-day
to administer the exam. The feedback from program
directors has been overwhelmingly positive about this
change. It added an extra layer of complexity to the
Examiner Evaluation and Assignment Committee’s
(EEAC) task to schedule the teams and we thank them
for their thoughtful efforts.

Good news to share is that
CRDTS continually gets
calls from dental hygiene
programs asking us to test
in their locations. In 2019,
CRDTS will be testing
in over seventy schools,
administering the hygiene
exam to more than 2500
candidates.

CRDTS Auxiliary exams (restorative and local
anesthesia) continue to grow. Nebraska will host a
restorative exam in December, and we will be offering it
in Oregon, Washington and New Mexico next season.
Kimber, Kim, and Janine have worked with various state
boards to get their approval for the CRDTS anesthesia
exam. To date, Idaho, New Mexico, Oregon, Utah,
and Washington accept it. Montana and Arizona are
considering acceptance at their next Board meetings
and we anticipate approval from them. Not all states
require this exam for dental hygiene licensure, but
when asked by member states to develop an exam they
need, CRDTS responds. These two auxiliary exams are
great examples of CRDTS response to member states’
requests.

The Hygiene Exam Review
Committee (HERC) met
in July and after reviewing
all available data and
information, including a
2018 occupational analysis
Kim Laudenslager, RDH, MPA
report, decided that no
Dental Hygiene
changes needed to be
Exam Administration
made in content, criteria,
or scoring to the hygiene exam. A change to the exam
process for 2019 is the availability of same weekend
re-testing for unsuccessful candidates if they meet
established criteria. HERC forwarded suggestions for
edits to candidate and examiner manuals, orientation
scripts, and re-test criteria to the calibration
committee for fine-tuning. That committee met in
October, and you’ll see the results of their efforts in
all the 2019 exam materials. Many thanks to all of
our examiners who take the time to write comments
and suggestions. We continue to use all of them to
improve the materials and flow of the exam for both
candidates and examiners.

December holds a few more exams and one joint
meeting with WREB personnel to discuss ways to
collaborate and corroborate in the future. Then it will
be time to relax and enjoy Christmas and the Holiday
Season.
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2018 ANNUAL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
CRDTS Orientation Breakfast

Honoring those who once served our Country and now serve CRDTS.

The fun continued with dancing on Friday night.

Dr. Mike Pudwill
announces his plans to retire.
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LYNN RAY RETIRES
“Her vision and expertise have
provided the foundation that has
established CRDTS as the premier,
national testing agency we are today.”

After 43 years of dedication to CRDTS and the dental
profession, Lynn Ray retired this last August. While we
hate to see her go, we’re thrilled that she can go enjoy life
with her family and 8 grandchildren!! Lynn received her
bachelor’s degree from UMKC in 1963. After becoming
an active member of the Oklahoma Board of Dentistry as
its first voting dental hygiene member, Lynn’s tenure with
CRDTS began in 1975. After completing several projects
as a consultant, including complete exam revisions, she
was retained by CRDTS as a staff member in 1979 to
manage all their test development. She continued to serve
as CRDTS’ Director of Test Development and Analysis
for both the dental and hygiene examinations from 1979
through 2005 and has continued to work part-time as
Director of Analysis for the past 14 years. As CRDTS data
management systems have been redeveloped, she has
helped redesign and streamline CRDTS’ extensive postexam analysis programs. Lynn has frequently represented
CRDTS at projects or meetings of the AADB or with new
development activities and collaborative efforts. She often
assists CRDTS with background or historical information
to address certain issues and we hope she’s willing to
continue to provide this valuable service!!
In addition to becoming the first voting dental hygienist
on her State Board, she was the first voting dental
hygiene member of the Commission on National Dental
Examinations. Her expertise has been requested many
times for development of performance criteria and clinical

evaluation systems for local educational programs and
national agencies/committees alike. Lynn was honored
as AADE Citizen of the Year in 1987, and in 1992 she
was doubly honored as a recipient of the ADHA/WarnerLambert Award for Excellence in Dental Hygiene and the
UMKC Alumni Achievement Award. But her greatest honor
is to be the wife of Dr. Donald Ray for 59 years, the mother
of three daughters, two of whom are part of the CRDTS
family, and the grandmother of eight grandchildren.
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Many, if not all of us in the CRDTS family feel Lynn Ray IS
CRDTS!! Without her participation, wisdom and guidance,
we would no doubt be a lesser entity and would not have
the most comprehensive and detailed post-examination
analysis program in the country. As some of you may
remember, she attempted retirement in 2005 but we just
couldn’t let her go! (Guess she must’ve had some fun at
that great party as well!!) Even in “partial retirement”,
her contributions and participation these last few years
have been invaluable. Her vision and expertise have
provided the foundation that has established CRDTS
as the premier, national testing agency we are today.
Integrity, transparency, leadership, excellence, principled,
foresight…..these are all adjectives that embody CRDTS,
thanks to Lynn. Honored, cherished, valued and loved….
these are all adjectives that we use to describe Lynn. Lynn,
may you find happiness and peace in your next endeavors.
We sincerely hope you enjoy your retirement….just don’t
go too far!!
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PHIL ELWOOD
RETIREMENT
“It has been CRDTS good fortune to
share the past 44 years with him and
he will be sorely missed.”
Our long-term counsel, Phil Elwood retired as well this
last August. His tenure was the only one longer than
that of Lynn Ray! Phil graduated from Wichita State
University in 1968 and received his Juris Doctor from
Washburn University School of Law in 1971 and began
his legal career at Goodell Stratton Edmonds & Palmer
LLP in Topeka, KS.

Committee meetings for over 44 years! In addition to
his many other national and local legal achievements,
he has been an integral in indispensable asset to
our agency and a beloved member of the CRDTS
Family! He’s been involved with the formulation and
development of CRDTS Bylaws, employee guidelines,
policies and administrative procedures, collaborative
projects and joint management systems.

In 1968 the states of Kansas, Oklahoma and Missouri
began collaborating by offering simultaneous exams at
UMKC.. At that time, the Kansas Board was represented
by Phil’s firm. As the clinical exam process became more
refined, Nebraska and South Dakota became involved as
well. By 1972, these five states were meeting to establish
the formation of CRDTS, engaging their respective
Board attorneys in the legalities. By August, 1972 the
states of Colorado, Minnesota and North Dakota had
joined CRDTS, with the addition of Wisconsin and
Iowa in 1973. By 1974, the member state boards began
considering the incorporation of CRDTS as a testing
agency.

Phil has always been a member of the team and has
been the rudder that has helped us navigate through
our history. His counsel has often been sought by other
testing agencies who have found him knowledgeable
and trustworthy. It has been CRDTS good fortune to
share the past 44 years with him and he will be sorely
missed. Phil, we wish you all the best in your retirement,
thank you for your years of service on behalf of CRDTS
and the dental profession.

Since that incorporation, Phil has represented CRDTS
and has attended CRDTS’ Executive and Steering

JANUARY MEETING REMINDERS:
DENTAL ERC MEETING – JANUARY 18TH, 2-6PM
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING – JANUARY 19TH, 7:30AM – 5PM
STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING – JANUARY 19TH, NOON LUNCH – 5PM
IF YOU HAVE NOT MADE YOUR TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS PLEASE DO SO
AND FILL OUT THE ONLINE TRAVEL RESPONSE FORM.
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IN MEMORY OF
DR. JIM HARRIS

The CRDTS Family mourns the loss last summer of Dr. Jim Harris, Chair of our
Dental Examination Review Committee. Jim was an invaluable and active leader in
CRDTS and his expertise, contributions and wonderful laugh will be sorely missed
by all of us. Jim graduated from the University of Iowa, receiving B.S.(’75) and
D.D.S.(’79). Dr. Harris had been in private dental practice in Washington since
1979, with Dr. Mike Leary and then in 1984 his wife, Dr. Ann Harris, joined him in
Harris & Harris Dental.

In addition to serving as an adjunct faculty member at the University of Iowa
College of Dentistry, Jim was a lifetime member of the Iowa Dental Association and
American Dental Association, serving in many roles in both organizations and receiving
many awards and accolades. Jim became a CRDTS examiner in 1995 and quickly became
involved as a leader on many levels. He served as a Chief
Examiner and Team Captain and became Chair of the Dental Examination
Review Committee in 2016. Jim’s contributions to our agency and the
dental profession over the years have been invaluable. His towering
presence in a room, the fact that he rarely needed a microphone, his
excellent contributions and leadership will all be sorely missed by his
CRDTS Family. Rest in peace, dear friend and know that the thoughts and
prayers of all of us remain with you and your family.

ATTENTION CRDTS
EXAMINERS & PROCTORS
Our directory is now online.
Please login to our website,
check your information for accuracy,
upload your picture and review any examiner messages.
CRDTS
1725 SW Gage Blvd
Topeka, KS 66604
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