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Greetings to all-

I attended the annual meeting
of the American Association
of Dental Boards (AADB) in
Denver. The agenda included
a panel discussion staffed by
representatives of the current
regional testing agencies, as
well as a representative from
Joan Sheppard, DDS
ADEX, a test development
President
company. The aftermath of
the breakup of the original “ADEX experiment” makes the
panel participants seem like an unlikely alliance. Actually,
over the past 6-8 months we have discovered a common
focus and renewed energy to communicate with each
other. Our common goal is the commitment to a patient
based clinical licensure exam as the most effective vehicle
for licensure testing. I served on this panel, representing
CRDTS. Questions were submitted from the audience and
answered by panel members effectively and professionally.

I could attend due to my recent affiliation with one of these
Boards. I learned that the question was not “whether”
this idea would move forward, but really “when” will the
project begin. A business plan is being developed. I also
learned that the plan has not been submitted to the ADA
Board of Trustees, and that no funds have been assigned
or appropriated. Nor have the rank and file members of the
ADA been made aware of this potentially very expensive
endeavor. Dr. Waldschmidt indicated that the BOT will
be approached at their December 2016 meeting. It was
estimated the cost of such a project could reach into double
digit millions of dollars, all funded by the ADA.

We also heard from then ADA President Dr. Carol Gomez
Summerhayes that the ADA is exploring the feasibility of
developing a non-patient based OSCE style exam under
the purview of CDEL and the ADA’s Department of Testing
Services (DTS). While some of us had heard of this plan, most
in attendance were surprised by the public announcement.

I share all of this with my colleagues in CRDTS to keep you
informed of the latest efforts by some to enter the business
of the newly redefined term ‘Clinical Licensure Exams’.
I am dismayed by the degree to which this project has
progressed, seemingly without full transparency to the
current members of the organization that will be asked to
fund it. I pledge to keep all of you informed as facts emerge.
As I said in my comments in August- Press on Regardless.

Currently the ADA through the Joint Commission develops
and administers a written exam for dental competency, the
National Board Parts I and II. Testing Agencies and State
Boards develop and administer the patient based clinical
exams. To hear that the ADA is now seeking to enter the
clinical evaluation marketplace with a competing product
was disappointing.

The Director of Dental Testing Services, Dr. David
Waldschmidt convened a small group of “interested” Boards
late in the day to explain the project, and to solicit feedback.

Joan Sheppard
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President-Elect Report
I am writing to you from Denver as I am now attending
the ADA House of Delegates. I have already attended
the AADB meeting earlier this week where many topics
were discussed. I want to thank our President Dr. Joan
Sheppard who represented CRDTS on the Panel of the
Testing agencies at this meeting. She responded very
eloquently to the numerous questions asked about
CRDTS and the future of clinical evaluation.

and one non patient based
exam. This is what they
have promised their ASDA
members. They are pursuing
the development of a US
OSCE exam within the next
year. As of yet, there is no
discussion of this OSCE in
Mary A. Starsiak D.D.S.
President–Elect
the ADA House of Delegates.
The testing community in
our profession will face many
challenges in the next few years.

There were various topics discussed at AADB. The first
topic discussed was a Professional Licensure Compact. A
Compact is the ability to be licensed by multiple states
at one time by having credentials verified. The normal
application for licensure still applies but this Compact
between states helps to expedite the process.

On a happier note, on the convention floor, I did meet
with many of my colleagues and dental team members
especially the Colorado Hygiene Association. It was nice
seeing everyone there.

Ethics was also discussed. Two companies presented
their products…EBAS and ProBE, which are courses to
help remediate certain professionals and then test their
ability to practice ethically. Several states have used
both of these companies. There was a report on the ADA
Licensure Task Force stating that the ADA will continue
this task force in hopes that there will be better portability

As your President Elect, I will try and keep you updated
on all the discussions between colleagues and agencies.
Have wonderful holidays with your families!

k

Mary Starsia

DENTAL EXAMINATION
REVIEW COMMITTEE

-Special Thanks to Dr. Steve HolcombThis is my first exam season
as ERC Chair. I am once
again reminded that I feel
Dr. Jim Harris
CRDTS Executive Chair
like Ray Perkins. Who, you
of Dental Examinations
might ask, is Ray Perkins?
He is, of course, the man who
replaced the immortal Paul “Bear” Bryant as the head
coach of the University of Alabama Crimson Tide. I am,
of course, the Ray Perkins of CRDTS. Dr. Steve Holcomb
is, of course, the Bear Bryant of our organization. I would
like to personally thank Steve for his tireless hard work
and effort on behalf of CRDTS. He was always willing to
take a stance on everything, whether it was making sure
we fully calibrated because every candidate deserved

our best effort or challenging the ERC to maintain the
integrity of our exam. We owe you so much, Dr. Holcomb.

Your Dental Examination Review Committee was busy
right up to the end of annual session this year. We have,
after many requests, added the option of a slot prep
to the candidate’s posterior restoration choices. We
are also piloting a modified version of the Curriculum
Integrated Format exam that allows candidates to take
the patient based portion of our exam inside their dental
school patient experience.
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So, lots of things happening in addition to our regular
exam schedule. Our 2017 Exam Season is off to a great
start and we look forward to a productive Spring.
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Secretary-Treasurer’s Message
-Special Thanks to Ms. Jane Lott, RDH-

Let me begin by saying thank you to Jane Lott, RDH for her
four-year commitment to the CRDTS organization while
serving as Secretary/Treasurer since 2012. I am beginning
to receive the information and files from the CRDTS staff
and I see that I have some “big shoes” to fill by replacing
Jane. All of us from CRDTS owe her immense gratitude for
her dedication and work over the last four years.

Ever since my first exam as
a “newbie” I was intrigued
and hooked on CRDTS’
philosophy. As we encounter
constant sniping from other
entities in dentistry, I will
always stand and fight for the
CRDTS organization.

As your newly elected Secretary/Treasurer, I now become
a member of the CRDTS Executive Committee. It is my
goal while serving in this role and also as an examiner
for CRDTS to keep the organization on a sound financial
footing and always promote and protect the organization.
I became interested and involved in CRDTS through
a collaborative agreement between CITA and CRDTS
several years ago and ultimately became an examiner.

Dr. Thomas Willis
CRDTS Secretary/Treasurer
& Dental Examiner

I thank the Nominating Committee and the voting
members at the Annual Meeting for placing their faith
in me to assume this prestigious role in the CRDTS
organization. I look forward to working with the other
members of the Executive Committee, the exceptional
CRDTS staff and the dedicated examiners of CRDTS.

CRDTS DENTAL HYGIENE EXAMINATION
REVIEW COMMITTEE
-2016 Dental Hygiene Exam Season-

For most of us, winter is fast approaching or has already arrived. The change in season additionally means the
slowing down of a successful 2016 dental hygiene testing cycle and preparing for the 2017 exam season.
Reflecting on the 2016 dental hygiene testing cycle we can be very proud and thankful for so many things such as:
1. the development and implementation of the new Restorative Examination for Auxiliaries

2. committee members and examiners for their knowledge, professionalism and commitment in making
CRDTS an outstanding national clinical examination
3. having the finest professional staff and office staff representing CRDTS

For those that were unable to attend the CRDTS Annual
meeting it was announced that there will be no changes
involving content, criteria and scoring for the 2017 exam
season. We are very busy getting materials ready for the new
year.		
Warm regards to all of you for a wonderful Holiday season!

Penny Fudally
Penny Fudally, RDH, MEd
Executive Chair of Dental
Hygiene Examinations

Kim Laudenslager, RDH, MPA
Director of Dental
Hygiene Examinaitons
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CRDTS Report

CRDTS 44TH ANNUAL MEETING
AND WORKSHOP

Approximately 250 examiners, educators, state board members
and guests attended the CRDTS 44th Annual Meeting and Workshop
August 24-26, 2016 at the Hilton Kansas City Airport Hotel in Kansas City, Missouri.
of entertainment by Big Show Dueling Pianos
was a big hit! There are several requests for Dr.
Roger Boltz to tell more jokes!

Ms. Lynn Ray, RDH, BS,
presented the CRDTS
Dental and Dental
Hygiene Profiles

Saturday continues to be a big day, beginning
with the 1st Timer’s Breakfast and Orientation
presented by Dr. Jim Harris, newly elected Chair
of the Dental Examination Review Committee
and Executive Director, Kimber Cobb, RDH,
BS. Comments from the attendees continue to
Thank-you to all attendees and along with compliment the CRDTS organization for their
special thanks to those who completed the useful, very transparent information.
Annual Meeting evaluation form. Your feedback
is critical as we strive to make improvements in The Keynote address at Saturday’s General
Session was given by Dr. David Goldberg,
next year’s CRDTS Annual Meeting.
Conscious Communicator. He provided an
We continue to have excellent faculty interactive and insightful presentation of what
representation from several dental schools and goes into a Hero’s Journey.
dental hygiene programs across the country.
Everyone appreciated the useful information
Dr. David Goldberg,
Keynote Speaker
presented during the Roundtable Discussions
and the Dental and Dental Hygiene Breakout
Sessions. Also, all attendees enjoyed the sharing
of ideas and networking during the workshop.
Ms. Lynn Ray, RDH, BS, presented the CRDTS
Dental and Dental Hygiene Profiles during a
Friday afternoon session, helping examiners
understand and interpret their individual
profiles.
The President’s Social Hour and Dinner on
Friday evening, hosted by President Joan
Sheppard, has become one of our most popular
events. Not only did it provide excellent food and
time for visiting with colleagues, the addition

4

Winter 2016
The President’s Social Hour and Dinner

Dr. Steve Holcomb
gives his ERC report

The Annual Business Meeting
was called to order by President
Joan Sheppard, DDS, and annual
reports were given by CRDTS
officers and Executive Director. Dr. Roger Boltz
Amber Riley,
Jane Lott, RDH, completed four and
RDH, MS entertain
terms as Secretary-Treasurer,
and Dr. Steve Holcomb gave his final report as ERC
Chair. These two individuals worked tirelessly on
behalf of CRDTS for several years, and deserve our
utmost thanks and gratitude for their dedication
and expertise. Their profound contributions will
have a lasting impact on the CRDTS organization
for years to come.

Business Meeting

Dr. Joan Sheppard continues her term as
President of CRDTS, as well as President-Elect
Dr. Mary Starsiak. The Nominating Committee
presented our slate of Officers: Darlene Carritt,
RDH as Vice-President, Dr. Tom Willis as
Secretary-Treasurer, Dr. Jim Harris as Chair,
Dental Exam Review Committee, Ms. Penny
Fudally as Chair, Dental Hygiene Exam Review
Committee. Thank-you to all who have served
and continue to serve in leadership positions
within the CRDTS organization.

Business Meeting

hotel reservations for
everyone this year, they
continue to monitor
every detail to make
sure we have a smoothly
The Saturday evening CRDTS reception run meeting. Kudos to
concluded the Annual Meeting and Workshop. all of their efforts! It was
Great food and great fellowship with colleagues greatly appreciated!
was a perfect ending to a successful weekend.
As always, none of this would happen without
the expertise of the CRDTS staff. Not only
did they take on the extra task of securing

Darlene Carritt
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Darlene Carritt, RDH, MS
Vice-President
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TRIBUTE TO A CRDTS HERO
-DR. TOM CAVEL-

by Lynn Ray, RDH, BS, Director of Analysis

It was announced at CRDTS’ recent Annual Meeting that our friend and colleague, Dr. Tom
Cavel, has retired from CRDTS’ Dental Examination Review Committee (DERC), and from
serving as an examiner, as well as a Site Coordinator. Further¬more, he begged off attendance
at the meeting to receive recognition and a plaque in honor of his long-standing exceptional
service to CRDTS. The Executive Committee could not let him fade so quietly from our midst; so
since he would not come to us to receive the recognition and appreciation he so richly deserves,
we are sending our tribute to him and to all our CRDTS’ community.
Tom’s professional career has been as a full-time dental
educator at Creighton University, as well as a part-time private
practitioner. One has only to Google ‘W. Thomas Cavel’ to
be rewarded with a myriad of references to his outstanding
contributions as Chairman of Operative Dentistry, inaugural
recipient of the Raymond W. Shaddy Endowed Chair, Creighton
Alumni Merit Award, 1999 AADE Citizen of the Year, dental
mission trips to the Dominican Republic, etc. etc. His awards
undoubtedly overflow an entire room in his home. Therefore,
this tribute will focus on his many contributions to CRDTS.

standardized information for the schools. When CRDTS
decided to begin a New Examiners Training Workshop in 1983,
we turned to Tom to develop and present it. In the meantime,
he served CRDTS as a Chief Examiner, Team Captain and
was always Site Coordinator for exams at Creighton. He was
the ‘criteria guru’ whenever we needed precise wording on
exam criteria. In 1988 when CRDTS’ Examiner Development
Committee was established (later renamed the EEAC), Tom
was appointed to a 6-year term. In 1991, Tom, Bob Pattalochi,
Barry Wohlgemuth and I were part of a 4-person CRDTS’ Task
Force to work for 3 years on a collaborative exam that became
CORE.

Nebraska has a unique practice act that places two dental
educators on their Board of Dentistry—one from Creighton
and one from the University of Nebraska Medical Center.
Although our records are sketchy, we believe Tom came onto
the DERC around 1982-83 and began examining in 198485. CRDTS had just completed a 4-year long-range planning
and implementation project for which I was hired as Test
Development Administrator to coordinate the revision and
criterion-referencing of the dental exam, update content and
scoring systems, develop calibration exercises and launch a
statistical analysis program. CRDTS administered written
exams at that time, so as part of that revision, we instituted
a Clinical Judgement Examination that used models of
different dental procedures with a test booklet that employed
multiple-branching questions in a latent-image format. It was
an innovative idea advanced by a consultant, but was quite
difficult to maintain and score.

The Task Force worked well together and during that time,
Tom served as CRDTS’ President in 1992-93; unfortunately,
unfulfilled promises and expectations caused the project to
dissolve after only one year of administration in 1995. Once
again in late 2003 AADE was launching a project to develop
criteria guidelines that could be used by state boards and
regions for examinations; Tom and I were asked to represent
CRDTS on the project and that was our first experience working
with Dr. Steve Holcomb, who chaired the committee. The
Committee did excellent work and in 2004-5 when ADEX was
launched, the criteria became the actual scorable items for the
ADEX exam, and continue to be refined and utilized by CRDTS
10+ years later. Not only has the work product remained
viable, but the relationships that were built ultimately brought
Georgia into CRDTS’ membership where both Steve and Tom
have continued to serve the profession and our agency.

Despite the administrative challenges, Tom labored endlessly
over the preparation and standardization of the models as well
as the branching series of questions—we think that’s when he
developed his first gray hairs! At the same time, he was using
the resources of the school to develop a bank of radiographs and
pictures for our calibration exercises, along with the scripts.
Then he saw that they were duplicated to fill multiple Kodak
Carousels to go to examination sites. When video cassettes
came on the market, he filmed candidate orientations to provide

CRDTS is blessed with many dedicated professionals who have
made it what it is today, but there is no one who has contributed
more time, expertise and commitment than Dr. Tom Cavel.
He is an esteemed and beloved educator and examiner and
deserves a place of honor in CRDTS Hall of Heroes. Thank you,
Tom, for your service and for being our friend and professional
colleague!
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CRDTS TESTING SCHEDULE THROUGH APRIL 2017
2017 INTEGRATED EXAMINATIONS

SITE

PATIENT BASED (IV-V)

University of Minnesota
University of Iowa
University of Colorado
University of Nebraska
University of Minnesota
Marquette University
University of Iowa
Augusta University
Midwestern University
Creighton University
Southern Illinois University

DATE

DEADLINE

January 11-13, 2017
February 3-4, 2017
February 9-11, 2017
February 15-17, 207
February 22-24, 2017
March 3-5, 2017
March 15-17, 2017
March 17-19, 2017
March 23-26, 2017
March 31-April 2, 2017
April 2-4, 2017

9/9/2016
8/19/2016
9/2/2016
9/2/2016
1/13/2017
9/2/2016
8/19/2016
2/3/2017
9/2/2016
9/16/2016
9/2/2016

2017 TRADITIONAL AND RETAKE EXAMINATIONS (PARTS II-V)
SITE

February 9-11, 2017
February 10-12, 2017
April 20-22, 2017
April 20-22, 2017
April 28-30, 2017

CITY

University of Colorado
University of Alabama
University of Iowa
University of Minnesota
Midwestern University

Aurora
Birmingham
Iowa City
Minneapolis
Downers Grove

STATE

DEADLINE

STATE

DEADLINE

CO
AL
IA
MN
IL

January 3, 2017
January 3, 2017
March 10, 2017
March 10, 2017
March 17, 2017

2017 DENTAL HYGIENE CALENDAR

DATE

March 24-26
March 24-26
March 31-April 2
March 31-April 2
April 7-9
April 7-9
April 7-9
April 7-9
April 7-9
April 7-9
April 21-23
April 21-23
April 21-23
April 21-23
April 21-23
April 21-23
April 21-23
April 28-30
April 28-30
April 28-30
April 28-30
April 28-30
April 28-30

SITE

Examination Dates and Locations: (includes Calibration Date)
CITY

Concorde Career College
Missouri College
Augusta University
Midlands Technical College
Colorado Northwestern CC
Carl Sandburg College
Argosy University
Pima Medical Institute
Concorde Career College
Lake Land College
Fortis College
Central Georgia Technical College
Perimeter College
Southern Illinois University
Normandale Community College
Creighton University
University of Hawaii-Manoa
Savannah Technical College
Wichita State University
University of Missouri-Kansas City
University of Nebraska
Greenville Technical College
Madison College

Kansas City
St. Louis
Augusta
Columbia
Rangely
Galesburg
Minneapolis
Albuquerque
Dallas
Matoon
Atlanta
Macon
Atlanta
Carbondale
Bloomington
Omaha
Honolulu
Savannah
Wichita
Kansas City
Lincoln
Greenville
Madison

MO
MO
GA
SC
CO
IL
MN
NM
TX
IL
GA
GA
GA
IL
MN
NE
HI
GA
KS
MO
NE
SC
WI

February 10, 2017
February 10, 2017
February 17, 2017
February 17, 2017
February 24, 2017
February 24, 2017
February 24, 2017
February 24, 2017
February 24, 2017
February 24, 2017
March 10, 2017
March 10, 2017
March 10, 2017
March 10, 2017
March 10, 2017
March 10, 2017
March 10, 2017
March 17, 2017
March 17, 2017
March 17, 2017
March 17, 2017
March 17, 2017
March 17, 2017

-In Memory -

Dr. Bob Pattalochi
It is with great sadness that we report the loss of our colleague and dear friend, Dr. Bob
Pattalochi last month. Bob has been with CRDTS since 1986 and made invaluable contributions
to the exam development, leadership, transparency, integrity and comradery for which we
are known for to this day. Our tribute to him will be published at a later date. Memorial
contributions may be made to Central Wyoming Hospice, 319 S. Wilson St., Casper, WY 82601;
Friends of Hogadon, P.O. Box 2045, Casper, WY 82602; or a charity of the donor’s choice.
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ATTENTION CRDTS
EXAMINERS & PROCTORS
Our directory is now online.
Please login to our website,
check your information for accuracy,
upload your picture and
review any examiner messages.

