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President’s Message

It has been a busy 2018 so
far for CRDTS. There are
numerous state boards
that are making changes
to their Dental Practice
Acts and have asked us
to give presentations to
them about the content
of CRDTS examinations
Mary A. Starsiak, RN, DDS and any changes we have
made or plan to update in
President
the future. I want to thank
CRDTS Leadership and Ms. Cobb who have helped us
make these presentations. We have also presented
at several schools as well. We have gained a few
States…a friendly welcome to Oklahoma, Mississippi
and Arkansas!!… And we also gained several hygiene
schools. The Executive Committee is working on a
Strategic Plan to get our testing products known to
all the schools and State Boards. If you know of any
schools that would like to use CRDTS, please do not
hesitate to reach out to CRDTS to let us know.

At CRDTS, we are always thinking about the future
and the changes necessary to keep our examination
products current. The results of the Occupational
Analysis that we are conducting in cooperation with
WREB should be done later this summer. It will be
interesting to see if we need to make changes to our
examinations with this updated evidence-based
information.

I look forward to seeing everyone at the CRDTS
Annual Session in Kansas City in August. The program
has been changed a little to streamline events and
provide multiple networking opportunities. Please
join me for Friday night Presidents Dinner where we
I was recently looking at the latest AARP newspaper
can talk and share ideas about the future of CRDTS
that I get in my office and saw it was discussing new
and dentistry!
technology in medical care. One of the items was that
surgeons will now be using Holograms to learn how As you know, I am always available to help with any
to do the surgery and eventually direct the robot to questions, comments or ideas you may have about
perform the surgical procedures on patients.
CRDTS and our future. You can always reach out
to me via email or phone. Thank you for all you
I thought to myself…we are finally hitting the age of
contribute, we value all of our CRDTS Family.
the Jetsons where robots will not only clean for us
and drive us around in the sky, they will actually be
utilized in surgery! Is that the future of dentistry?
- learning how to perform dental procedures on See you in August!
a hologram of the mouth and then the robot will

k
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A YEAR OF FIRSTS

DENTAL TESTING
TURF WARS? REALLY!

I have almost completed
my first year as the Chair of
the Dental Hygiene Exam
Review Committee, and it
certainly has been a year of
“firsts”, both for me (my first
EEAC assignment meeting
– whew!) and for CRDTS
hygiene. Let me fill you in on
them.

As the summer season is
upon us, many of us find
ourselves involved in our
personal “turf wars” of
grass cutting, trimming,
weed abatement, pest
eradication and adding
supplements
so
that
our turf will flourish to
exemplify our pride in
our surroundings. Could it
Tom Willis, DMD
be that we are also being
President-Elect
drawn into the same
scenario in our professional dental testing turf?

After two years or more
of development, CRDTS
finalized a local anesthesia
Janine Sasse-Englert, RDH, MS
exam for the states that
Executive Chair of Dental
requested it. Yakima, WA
Hygiene Examinations
was the site of the first
exam, where 28 candidates tested. A second exam was
administered in May, and a third is planned for July. Many
people had a hand in making this not only possible, but
completely successful. Technology development, test
construction, committee work – it took a village, but in
the end CRDTS served its mission and its member states.
Kudos to the central office staff, the consultants and our
expert in-house volunteers who made this happen.

It seems that our prize turf that we have cultivated
over the more than forty years is now being invaded
by other testing agencies who claim that the grass
is greener on their side of their fence. Is it or is it a
mirage? CRDTS helped develop and has maintained
the gold standard that was established and followed
by most dental testing services for the last decade.
Now other testing agencies seem to be altering the
standards of testing. As President-elect of CRDTS
during the 2017-2019 term, I will protect our turf,
but during this defense we must consider and answer
some tough questions. Do we stay the course as our
fellow examiners have established over the years? Do
we revisit the idea of all testing agencies administering
the same exam as we did in the ADEX collaboration?
Do we change or compromise to the wishes of our
state boards? Do we allow the dental schools and
other testing agencies to dictate our mission? Do we
allow the candidates we test to alter our course? Do
we allow the ADA to abolish our existence? At this
point complacency is not the answer. As a testing
agency we must begin to actively protect our interest
and prove to our state boards, dental and hygiene
schools and candidates that our turf is still the best
side of the fence to be associated with for third party
initial competency evaluation. In order to answer
these questions we must accept our past without
regrets, handle our present with confidence and face
our future without fear.

Demand for the hygiene restorative exam continues to
grow as more and more states legalize this expanded
function for advanced practitioners, dental hygienists
and dental assistants. Our committee is in the process of
reviewing exam materials in preparation for next season.

Of course, our major area of responsibility is for the
traditional dental hygiene exam. Our committee meets
in July, and will be studying the results of an occupational
analysis developed by a joint effort between CRDTS and
WREB. The occupational analysis and our technical report
will drive any changes we deem necessary to the exam to
keep it a valid and reliable tool for our member states. If
changes are recommended, they will be brought forward to
the Steering Committee, who will vote on them in August.

An issue we all face currently is the push to eliminate
patient-based exams to determine clinical competency
for licensure. The ADHA House of Delegates considered
a resolution in June, but as of the writing of this article, I
am not sure of the outcome. We examiners know there
is a need for independent, third-party, anonymous and
unbiased testing, and we know that until such time as
technology advances enough to provide a viable alternative,
that patient-based testing is our best assessment measure
to ensure public safety. Our committee will continue to
study the market, the test itself, and psychometric results
to keep our exam the reliable assessment tool state boards
need for dental hygiene licensure.
I look forward to seeing you all in August at the CRDTS
Annual Meeting. We’ll have so much to talk about!
Warm regards,
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ESTHER WILKINS LIFETIME
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

ENJOYING THE JOURNEY

CRDTS is pleased to share
the news that Deborah
Bailey Astroth, RDH, BSDH,
was the 2018 recipient of
The Esther Wilkins Lifetime
Achievement Award. This
honor is presented annually
to recognize the distinguished
career of a worthy individual
who has consistently and
Deborah Bailey Astroth, BSDH
effectively contributed to
2018 Esther Wilkins Lifetime
the enrichment of the dental
Achievement Award
Recipient
hygiene profession. Deb was
recognized for her more than
40 years of dedication to dental hygiene and to helping
those in need.

Ermelinda Baca, RDH
CRDTS Secretary/Treasurer
& Dental Examiner

It is difficult to comprehend
that a year of serving as
Secretary /Treasurer of
CRDTS is quickly coming
to a close. And what an
exciting year it has been!
We have had our challenges,
developed innovations and
made new friends. As the
board examination landscape
continues to change, CRDTS
continues to plant the seeds
for a secure future.

With
challenging
times
ahead, it is important to keep our destination in mind.
My father once told me the story of a farmer pulling a
plow with his tractor and plowing his fields in perfectly
straight rows without any aids from technology. The
farmer’s young grandson asks his grandfather, “Grandpa,
how did you get those rows so straight?” The grandfather
answered, “I look out into the horizon and choose a
faraway point and aim for that point. “Throughout life
our destination may change, but the lesson has stayed
with me. Keep your eye on the destination and enjoy
the journey. It has been amazing working with all the
individuals on the Executive and Steering Committees
and the CRDTS staff. We all have a focus on setting goals
and developing ideas on how to achieve these goals.

Deb opened her own practice in 1987 following
the passage of legislation in Colorado that enabled
dental hygienists to work independently. With Special
Delivery Smiles Inc, she provided care to patients
in nursing home facilities and hospices, in addition
to patients with special needs and those who were
homebound. She has also volunteered countless hours
on dental mission trips to Mexico, Alaska, Vietnam,
Cambodia, and Uganda, while also encouraging dental
and dental hygiene students, during her tenure as a
faculty member at the University of Colorado School
of Dental Medicine, to give back by reaching out to
patients who would otherwise go without dental care.

As your Secretary/ Treasurer I have taken my duties
seriously and will continue to assist CRDTS in staying
fiscally responsible while still investing in the future
of CRDTS. As this fiscal year has come to a close,
CRDTS’ financial status is still going strong. Our
investments continue to grow and our profit margin is
good. Throughout the year, I kept a constant watch on
“I am thrilled and humbled to join the group of expenditures and our budget. Keeping my eye on the
esteemed friends and colleagues who have previously destination and enjoying the journey.
received The Esther Wilkins Lifetime Achievement
During this year, I have met many great people within
Award. To be acknowledged by your peers within this great organization and many outside CRDTS.
your profession is truly an honor. I want to thank CRDTS, in my opinion, is one big family. It is no wonder
Dimensions and Belmont Publications, Inc., Colgate, that this agency has grown and is viewed with such great
Patterson Dental, and PDT Inc for their support of this respect as a leader in the field of board examinations. In
the tradition of my Hispanic heritage, my father would
award program,” Ms. Astroth commented.
always say,” La familia es todo”. Translated, “Family is
everything.” I am honored to be part of such a great
family.
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YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED
To Attend the

2018 CRDTS Workshop
and
Annual Meeting
August 24-25, 2018

Hilton Kansas City Airport
8801 NW 112th Street — Kansas City, MO 64153

KANSAS CITY ROYALS HOME GAME
•TRANSPORTATION
WILL BE LEAVING
THE HILTON AT 4PM.

• TICKETS WILL BE $94

(LIMITED TICKETS AVAILABLE).

PLEASE CONTACT
RENEE@CRDTS.ORG IF YOU ARE INTERESTED.
4
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REGISTER TODAY FOR THE 2018 CRDTS
ANNUAL MEETING AND WORKSHOP
Annual Business meeting followed by the President’s
luncheon.

The CRDTS 46th Annual
Meeting and Workshop will
be held August 24 – 25, 2018
at the Hilton Kansas City
Airport Hotel in Kansas City,
MO. Please go to the CRDTS
Darlene Carritt, RDH, MS website – www.crdts.org
and click on Annual Meeting
Vice-President
under announcements to
access the registration form. Once you have registered,
the CRDTS staff will make your hotel reservation.

Dental Exam and Dental Hygiene Exam changes will be
discussed at 2:30 p.m. followed by examiner profiles,
faculty round table discussions with Dental Deans and
faculty and Dental Hygiene Program Directors and faculty
at 3:30 p.m. Question and Answer forums complete the
faculty discussions from 4:30 – 5:30 p.m. Following these
meetings, a networking social will be held at 5:30 p.m. in
the hospitality suites on the 11th floor. For those of you
who are sports fans, a limited number of Kansas City
Royals tickets are available for the Saturday evening game
against the Cleveland Indians. Transportation will be
leaving at 4:00 p.m. for Kaufman Stadium. Please contact
Renee Gideon at Central office if interested in attending
the baseball game.

The Annual Meeting begins Friday evening, August 24th
with a social hour at 5:00 followed by the President’s
Dinner at 6:00 honoring President Dr. Mary Starsiak. Bring
your dancing shoes for the return of Big Show Dueling
Pianos providing light-hearted entertainment, music and
dancing.

Make your plans now to attend the 46th Annual CRDTS
All meetings and workshop events will be held on Saturday, Meeting and Workshop in August. We look forward to
August 25th starting with the First Timers Breakfast and celebrating another successful exam year with our CRDTS
Orientation at 8:00 a.m. At 9:45, we welcome Dr. Walter G. family.
Renne as our keynote speaker. The title of his presentation
is “Digital Dentistry in Dental Education: An Overview
of Technology and Curriculum Modifications Occurring
Around the Nation.” We conclude the morning with the Vice-President CRDTS

Darlene Carritt, RDH, BSDH

EXPENDITURE &
REIMBURSEMENT POLICY

Meeting registration is
available on our website,
www.crdts.org

Hotel room & tax will be billed directly to CRDTS as
specified for participants in the following groups.
Air expense will be billed directly to CRDTS when
using Travel and Transport.

CRDTS will make ALL hotel
reservations on behalf of attendees
Make travel arrangements via
Concur online for examiners or via
Travel and Transport

• State Board Members, State Board Executive Directors,
Dental & Hygiene School Representatives (one per
school) and All Active CRDTS Examiners & Proctors
will be reimbursed for travel and two nights’ lodging.

(866) 903-1739 or demail@travelandtransport.com

Please refer to the expenditure
and reimbursement policy
before making your reservations.

• Dental Chiefs & Dental Team Captains will be
reimbursed for travel, two nights’ lodging and a ½ day
per diem.

• Steering Committee will be reimbursed for travel,
three nights’ lodging, and one day of per diem.

Registration is available through

July 31st 2018
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• Executive Committee will be reimbursed for travel,
three nights’ lodging, and two days’ per diem.
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
We hope this finds each of
you in the midst of a great
summer and a bit of a break
in the craziness life can
bring!
We’ve completed
a successful 2018 Dental
Exam Season and will finish
up the Dental Hygiene
Exam Season in December.
Kimber Cobb
Our state of the art Flow
Executive Director
Management system has
been a great addition to the
examination process and has truly streamlined and
improved the flow and productivity of our exams. The
Notification system also provides for real time updates
to our Clinic Floor examiners and DH Coordinators
and allows our examiners to communicate via their
Electronic Scoring Devices to address any questions or
issues.

to meet these ongoing needs and build on the great
additions in place.

We’ve had multiple requests from Member State
Boards to develop additional clinical licensure exams
for dental auxiliaries. As many of you may know, CRDTS
has administered the Dental Therapy Examination for
some time and the implementation of our Restorative
Auxiliary and Local Anesthesia Examinations has
been well received and both have had great success.
Additionally, we continue to explore new and
innovative additions to the clinical evaluation process
and look forward to implementing some of those in the
near future.

As always, we are more than happy to send a team to
your State Board, school or organization to provide
information about CRDTS and the clinical evaluation
process related to licensure.
We look forward to seeing many of you in Kansas City
at CRDTS Annual Meeting & Workshop on August 25,
2018!! Annual Meeting provides a great way to learn
more about CRDTS and meet the many wonderful
examiners, Boards, faculty and staff that make it all
happen. Our guest speaker, Dr. Wally Renne will, no
doubt, provide an innovative and thought-provoking
message for us on Saturday. Have a great summer and
don’t hesitate to let us know how we can help you!!

The Dental and Dental Hygiene Exam Review
Committees met this summer, reviewed examiner/
candidate feedback received and formulated
recommendations for exam updates for 2019. Just a
reminder that the 2019 Dental Examination Season
will begin in October 2018 and new Manuals will be
issued in July in preparation for those exams. The
2019 Dental Exam Schedule is posted online at www.
crdts.org. Dental Hygiene will begin in March/April of
2019, schedule to follow shortly.

Regards,

Across the board, we’ve streamlined the online
processes for State Boards, examiners, schools
and candidates for everything from travel, scores,
fees, meetings and more! The feedback has been
outstanding and we look forward to finding ways

Kimber Cobb
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CRDTS NEWSLETTER
IS GOING

GREEN

THIS WILL BE OUR LAST MAILING.

FUTURE NEWSLETTERS WILL BE ISSUED VIA EMAIL.

PLEASE KEEP AN EYE OUT IN YOUR
INBOX FOR OUR NEXT EDITION.

ATTENTION CRDTS
EXAMINERS & PROCTORS
Our directory is now online.
Please login to our website,
check your information for accuracy,
upload your picture and
review any examiner messages.
7
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1725 SW Gage Blvd
Topeka, KS 66604

2018 CRDTS Workshop & Annual Meeting

EVENT HIGHLIGHTS

BIG SHOW

Dueling Pianos
IS BACK

Friday, August 24
7:30 pm

DR. WALTER RENNE

DIGITAL DENTISTRY IN DIGITAL EDUCATION
Dr. Renne is the director for CAD/CAM
technologies and runs the CAD/CAM and
Aesthetic clinic at MUSC. He has been
instrumental in integrating E4D Compare
computerized assessment software into the
curriculum, where it’s a critical component in
Dental Morphology and Fixed Prosthodontic
I, II, and II.
A leader in the field of digital dentistry, Dr.
Renne maintains an active general dentistry
practice that utilizes both the CEREC
Omnicam and E4D Planscan systems. His
special interests in patient treatment include
advances in CAD/CAM dentistry, adhesive
dentistry, and conservative dentistry.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 25 AT 9:45AM

