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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
As we near the end of another testing
season, I would like to thank all of the
staff and examiners that make it possible for CRDTS to be a leader in dental
testing. Everyone involved takes their
responsibilities very seriously and
goes above and beyond in putting forth their best effort. I feel
that we definitely saw the benefits of many hours between the
programmers and Kimber trying to correct the connectivity problems we previously had. The tablets for scoring performed very
well during this testing season. We continue to work toward
being friendlier, electronically, for the candidates and the schools
to be able to access their needed information at any time of the
day or night.
Our task analysis surveys which were sent out to practitioners, who were 10 years or less in practice, are in the hands of
Dr. Gene Kramer for interpretation. We look forward to learning
what information they have produced at our annual meeting. It
will certainly give us direction on any modifications that may be
needed to make sure that our exam is providing the critique of
the procedures currently being provided by newly graduated dentists and dental hygienists. Lynn continues to lead the way in
bringing all of this information together for us in an understandable way.
The dental hygiene exams are still being conducted and
our numbers in this area continue to grow in large part due to the
education that Kim Laudenslager provides, to any board that
requests it, in regard to our dental hygiene testing. We have a
great group involved in test development and maintenance that
makes our exam stand out.
As we approach the annual meeting I hope everyone
will take a minute to thank all of the central office staff for their
daily contributions to our process. They put a lot of time into
making our exams run smoothly and also at this time of year
work very hard to ensure that we all have a comfortable, educational and enjoyable experience together at our annual meeting.
We will be having a change at the central office, in that
the Executive Committee, having prevailed upon Dr. Jake Lippert to serve several years as our “interim” Executive Director,

Deena Kuempel, D.D.S.

has taken up the task of a more intentional pursuit of identifying
a permanent, long-term candidate for this position. Jake offered
the idea of an interim position at a time when we needed to fill
the position quickly and we, as a committee, now recognize that
we were overextending our agreement by allowing that interim
period to continue indefinitely. We also feel that a more fulltime commitment is needed to help address several of the recommendations set forth by the long-range planning committee at our
last Steering Committee meeting. At the Steering Committee in
August, we will present our recommendation for approval of a
new executive director. We want to truly thank Dr. Lippert for
his tireless efforts to keep the ship righted at a time when we
definitely needed direction from someone with CRDTS history.
I hope that everyone will take the opportunity to thank Jake for
all he has done for this organization at the August meeting. He
has been a true asset to our continued success during a difficult
time.
Many of you may have noticed new faces at some of
our exams this year as we did have an examiner exchange with
the CITA organization. The exchange was a very informative
experience and all those involved seemed to agree that there are
more similarities than differences in the values, ethics and protocols of our two organizations, both achieving the ultimate goal of
a valid and reliable exam. Those of us who have participated in
the exchange will report to the Steering Committee at the August
meeting and look for their direction as to where this path leads us
in the long term.
I would truly like to thank the Executive Committee that
I have served with this past year and the wonderful staff that we
have. They have made the job of president an easy one. Many
hands make for light work and we have been a great team. I am
thankful to call so many of the people that are involved with
CRDTS friends— many good people, doing the right thing, the
right way, for the right reasons. As my presidency draws to a
close, I look forward to an informative annual meeting and a
great celebration of CRDTS 40th birthday on Saturday night,
along with many more years of involvement with CRDTS in any
capacity in which I can help a great organization continue to be
successful.§
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YOU SAY IT’S YOUR BIRTHDAY??!!
Liz Thompson, RDH, Vice-Pres

YES, we are celebrating 40 years of Testing Excellence... and you are all invited
to celebrate with us at our 40th CRDTS
Annual Workshop, August 23 – 25,
2012. We are expecting over 200
CRDTS examiners, State Board Members
& Directors, Deans, Program Directors,
Faculty as well as guests and family
members. The schedule will be filled
with interesting presentations, information about CRDTS
past, present and future, punctuated with some fun and surprises!
For those wishing to venture “out and about”
on Friday, the 24th there will be a tour of St.
Joseph Missouri and the Harley- Davidson
Operations. It is one of only four factories in
the US that are open to public tours. IF you
have not already signed up for this tour
there is still space available. The tour will
start from the hotel at 7:30 am and return around 3:30 pm.
You should have received detailed information with your Attendance Form – if not and you are interested please call Central Office and get registered. Space is limited!
Also on Friday plan to attend the Exam
Changes meeting. All attendees are welcome and dental and dental hygiene will
have separate meeting areas. Once
again there will be a Deans, Program
Directors & Faculty meeting. It was very
well attended last year and all who are
with this group will have an opportunity
to exchange ideas and suggestions.
The President’s Meet & Greet will be from
7:30-9:00 pm. Be prepared for some surprises....after all it is our Birthday!
The Saturday agenda is jam packed
with good stuff......
Our customary “New” Examiners breakfast presentation, this
year, by request, is open to ALL examiners. Dr. Marv Dvorak
& Ms. Lynn Ray, who both possess incredible history with
CRDTS, will be giving this presentation. It will cover the
structure of CRDTS and our reCENTRAL REGIONAL DENTAL
sponsibilities as examiners
TESTING SERVICE, Inc.
within this organization. When
State
you take off your State Board
hat and put on your CRDTS exCRDTS
Dental
aminers hat, what should this
Boards
look like? IF you are new, don’t

miss it! If you are a “seasoned” examiner, could you use a
“refresher”?
All attendees are invited to the Plenary Session. Be prepared to learn some history and the milestones CRDTS has
achieved in the last 40 years. I anticipate there will be a few
chuckles and some smiles too.
Our keynote speaker will be Dr. Gene
Kramer presenting the Occupational
Analysis Reports. Subject matter experts assisted Dr. Kramer in writing
the survey instruments which were
used to gather data. These surveys
were administered in an online format by ADA and ADHA
and the results of those surveys is what provided the data
for the dental and dental hygiene task analyses. These Occupational Analysis Reports provide CRDTS with valuable
information regarding the validity of the exams and provide
direction for the respective exam review committees.
The Long Range Planning Committee will be
providing us with their report. The report will
include observations, strengths, weaknesses
and some suggestions on various options
CRDTS might consider for future growth.
The Annual Business Meeting is scheduled
from 1:00 - 2:45 pm immediately following
the President’s Luncheon. CRDTS Bylaws
states this meeting is for the transaction of
business with members receiving the Annual
Report. Dr. Deena Kuempel will preside
over this meeting. All attendees are welcome.
There will be Dental and Dental Hygiene
Break-out Question and Answer Sessions
following the conclusion of the Business
Meeting. This is a great opportunity to
have your questions and comments heard
and have some great interaction with your
fellow examiners.
The finale for this great day will be CRDTS 40th Birthday
Celebration Dinner and Dance. All
attendees and families are welcome. Dress will be casual but be
sure to pack your dancing shoes!
This is ALWAYS a great time to
socialize and enjoy old friends and
new acquaintances. Happy Birthday to us!
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Dental ERC Update

By Stephan Holcomb, D.M.D.

The Dental ERC members are
excited and enthusiastic about all
of the many advances and happenings in examination development and administration. The use
of the tablets in electronic scoring
process has met with glowing
reports for the smooth transition
and improvements. Kudos for the
diligent work of Kimber Cobb,
Premier One, central office staff and the entire proctor team.
We are hoping to finalize selection and use of a compact intra-oral camera to strengthen and build our bank of calibration images. We extend many thanks to John Cosby for
researching and field testing the different cameras for consideration by the ERC. As the ERC continues its watchful eye on
the evolution of teaching methodologies and current trends of
clinical practice (assisted by the CRDTS National Occupational

Analysis and examiner feedback), the content and criteria of
the examination are repeatedly scrutinized to ensure that our
examination provides the most valid and reliable measurement
of entry-level competency for all state boards. Most recently,
the Dental ERC has revisited the CSW computer-based examination, meeting with CSW administrative representatives and
reviewing the info input /recommendations of CRDTS members appointed to CSW positions. The Calibration Committee
continues to look for improved and innovative additions to our
standardization exercises.
In all, your Dental Examination Review Committee is
an energized, enthusiastic and overwhelmingly dedicated group
of the best “detail nit-pickers” in our profession. CRDTS is
indeed fortunate to have each of their individual volunteer expertise. My personal thanks to the CRDTS membership for
affording me the opportunity to work with and learn from this
superlative group of professional members and staff. §

Dental Hygiene ERC Update
By Penny Fudally, RDH , MEd
Thumbnail Schedule
●

Thursday, August 23
2-6:00
6:00
7-8:00
8-9:00

●

Friday, August 24 *
7:30
8-12:00
12-1:00
1-4:45
5-6:00
6-7:00
5-6:00
6-7:00
6-7:00
6-7:00
7:30-9:00

●

Dental ERC
Dinner-ERC, Chiefs, Captains
Dental Team Captains
Dental Chief Examiners

Harley Davidson/St. Joseph Tour ($35 + Lunch)
Executive Committee
Lunch-Executive & Steering
Steering Committee
DDS Exam Updates
\ Profiles will immediately follow Updates
DDS Examiner Profiles /
RDH Exam Updates
\ Profiles will immediately follow Updates
RDH Examiner Profiles /
Deans & Dental Faculty
RDH Directors & DH Faculty
President’s Meet & Greet with Cash Bar

Saturday, August 27 *
7:15-9:00
9:15-9:45
9:45-10:30

10:30-10:45
10:45-11:15
11:30-1:00
1-2:45
3:00-4:00
3:00-4:00
4-4:30
6-10:00

Orientation BreakfastOpen to All Examiners & State Board Members
“The Way We Were—Mileposts Along the Path”
Lynn Ray, Director of Analysis
CRDTS’ Occupational Analyses
Gene Kramer, PhD, Measurement Specialist
BREAK
Long Range Planning Committee Report
President’s Luncheon
CRDTS Business Meeting
DDS Breakout Q & A
RDH Breakout Q & A
New Exec & Steering Committee Meeting
Dinner & Dance

*Events are open to All Attendees beginning Friday from 5:00 to 9:00
p.m. and Saturday from 9:15 to 4:00, plus the Dinner Dance. Reservations must be made in advance for the Tour Bus Friday morning.

It has been a very smooth, wonderful 2012 examination season
for dental hygiene and it isn’t
finished yet! To date we have
tested over 1200 candidates
with 7 more exams that are
scheduled in the months of
July, August and December. I
would like to extend a special
thank you to all the examiners
and staff that contributed to an
outstanding year.
The CRDTS Hygiene Examination Review committee met on
July 14, 2012, at the Kansas City Airport Hilton, Kansas City,
Missouri. During the August Annual Steering meeting, recommendations from this committee regarding the 2013 Hygiene
Examination will be addressed; but there are no changes proposed for content, criteria or scoring. This committee will continue to make every effort to address comments, suggestions and
feedback provided by various entities. The Hygiene ERC members place great importance on all input provided and strive to
deliver excellence as a national exam.
As always, I would like to express my appreciation to the members of the Steering Committee, Executive Committee, Hygiene
ERC, examiners and the staff members for all of their support
and commitment to the CRDTS organization.
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